— 


5 Wy 2 


OT Ps 
A > 
ol 


£5 x { I I ho "% 
hed TIENTS TT oF + +7 
of 55 Ra) Ag . 
jt > « _ 4 


” arid of th) Wnſtrs Hole Colts were Ie 


denfly EjitFal jcand pK Het,” fome- that Were 
. worthy perſons, that by their Lifes did: Dodrines were 
uſeful in that Ong and in Chriſtian prudence and i: 
moderatiofr ;-mghr” have been reſerveduntil (ar leaſt) _— 
others better qualified conld have been found to ſupply - 
their Places: But at thac time their Calling and orders 
were accounted crimes; and for fmall faults done many | 
years befotE were freſhly arraigned, in order to theit con- 
VIGOR, hy pO ING | ny 
\ The Commiſſioners by themlclves and their Agents had 
the managing and diſpoſing of the Tithes and nix Ter 
| Revoiue there for three years by that, AR, which were 
mp-en' ler. to many of their relavihys at under: walues ; 
for they poſted none, of their Bargains , nor_ uſed any EET: 
means to improve the ſame for pablck benefit: And for | 
one other years viz. 1653. they, continned the receiving  - 
& diſpoſing thereof,by vertue of his late HighneſsLerter. * 
: =} 
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nd it: was obſerved , that.many imployed .in_rhis 

Work did fiddenly ard bighly improve cheir Ekares. | 
.- _ Andotic Ben bebe the Wars not worth 500 {, hath 1 

fince acquired above. 50001. per Any. 0 
- The 10'f Mar, 1651. Comply tt the premiſles was | 
| - madetso the then Pa#liarment by Petition y atteſted by 
' tnany hands of- thoſe 7 Counties ,, who prayed , - 
1. A ſupply of their Churches with ſuch godly able 
" - Minifters as - Parliament ſhould approve of, 8... 
=, 2. That an exat acconipt might be made of that Re-_ 


2 

E "venue, which was moderat Fetinargs by the Petitioners | Wn | 
' at 20000 7. per Aus. and ſo much dffered the Parliament } 

*- 

} 

| 

| 


forthe ſame, and good ſecurity for the payment thereol. - 
' -  TheParltamenr referred the pan 5: aaron toa. 
| | * Committee, with power to grant Commiſſions to the Coun | 
/ rex for.che batrer_ diſcovery: of the tructr of the pre- 
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real Examineiop thereof ar-chac time eminent perſons \h.- 
truſted yith the receiving and difpoting of that Revenue,” 


| pi Fnſtices of the; Peace, Commiſſioners of the manethly” | 
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*-The Peticjogers could wer obtain any. Comaniſſone,0. 


being members of - Parliament: But in Read thereof , all 
means were uſed to ſuppreſs the ſame;and in order. thexeto- 
x, Col, Freeman the Petitioners Counſel (beibg then 
Attorney Geyeral of Sowth-F ales by Order of Pazliament 
and Patent under the Great Sel of England, Hgbend. 
dones Parliament. Angliz aliter erdinawerits who-had done + | 
eminent Service for the Common: wealth, and continued to - 1] 
this.day faithful cothe publick Cauſe of the Nation) was 
for proſecuting that Petition priſoned, and after the 
diſſelutzon of the long Parliament; by an Oxder,of a.few .- 
ot the then Councel awoved outrot bis place. . — 
And +0 aad. to his atfiition, ane. ZdmundFoncs, a 
Compounded Delinquent of Record , .who had violently. Þ 
acted during all the late Wars againſt the Paritawent ,and'. _ © 
a grand Inftrument of the Papiſh Party at Raglavd, wasby : 
the means of the faid Cal. Philip Foxes appointed-A4riorney 
joe of apes Paltes RING n” Cal. Frome, | 
'T his Foxes.did procure googdBargains;from:his.youngMr. 
the Lord Herbert forCol. PhilipFones,who:bought(everal 
Lordſhips from him , and was the main Agent and Inſtru- 
ment of the faid Colonel in all his affairs and .concertis. :_ - 
ments.in YY ales, . : LOOT RE 1 
"'Wheress the ſaid Fopes did give. no other fignal teftie'..- 
mony,of his good affection to the Parliament,then.the malt ''- +2 
inyeterate;Caraliers in all Zug. and:Y ales would do,wis | 
_ To-hear offices of henor, power, and profit » and-tobein--- 
a better,capacity.t6 ſerve.the Malignant Party: And it'is 
obſerved , that ſince the ſaid Fones came [to; Authority. = 
there, the: moſt notorious: Delin, nents and:Caualicrs 0-5; 
South-FY ales bavealſobeen veſted with-power 34s Sher - 
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2, Fohn Gunter the Petitioners Sollicitor (a.perſon well 
affected) was for that cauſe ſeveral times 7wpriſoned, tur- 
- ned out of ' many ſeveral offices and imployments, and his 
very life as well as his eſtate and good name by. horrid per- 
jury endevoured to be taken from him, - | 
'3. Divers of the. P#1itionzrs being Fuſtices of the Peace , 
and Commiſſioners, &c. were diſplaced, and the ſelf-enged 
complying*Del1nquents put in their ſteads, © | 
4. And laſt the Parliament it ſelf was diſſolved, whereby 
.there was no inquiry.or accompt given of this, great Re- 
venue: 'Arid many are of opinion that their diſo/ution was 
haſtened by the means of perſons._/yable eo-accompr. 

' That the cry of' this bufineſs ringing loud in the Ears 
of moſt perſons, (though the poor people Rill were left 
remedilels) - it-was : ſo ordered, th.t.a .vesy formal Com- 
miſſion by: ordinance from his late Highneſs and Councel, 

| dated 30 4ugwſti:1654, was procured to Commiſſioners to 
take the Accompts of the ſaid: Commiſſioners tor propa- 
gation, and'to give them di{charges. - And afterwards the 
ſame ordinance was confirmed in the laſt P arliament. 
What —_— was taken. , Or: diſcharges given , have 
not been thoughtfit to be made publickly known: however 
the accomptants conceive” themſelves ſecyre with their 
diſcharges. Againſt which it is objedted | 
I. That Philip Lord Fones, being chiefly intruſted 
with the difpofing of "the: ſaid. Revenue y and being at the 
paſſing of' the ſaid "Ordinance one + of his Highneſs Conn- 
cel, and thereby iniacapacity-as well to nominate as '»- 
prove the ſaid'Commiſſioners., . It is conceived unreaſona- 
ble he ſhould have the nomination of perſons to call him- 
ſelf and his _m_ to accompt. | 
2. Thongtrthe: Welſh Fudges (who were alſo placed 
- with his conſent, if not. appointment.) and ſome other 
Gentlemen of quality were named in this Ordnance to 
give it the greater Countenance, yet not any of them 
_ vere called ito the. taking of this. grand «ccompt, nor 
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was it probable in their Crrenits they ſhould have leiſure 
. toattend'the ſame. Sn 8] 

3. This accompt was taken at one time at Swanzey by 
four or five perſons that were either ſubjed? to an accompt, 
as Farmers of and 'Agents concerning. Sequeſtred Eſtates, 
or of near relation and . ſubordination tothe Aid! Colonel , 


- 2nd very unlike to procure his diſpleaſure by a true exami- 


nation of thoſe accompts. 4s 
| 4: This-accompt was alſo taken on the bare Credt of 
the accomptants, without any ſurcharge or examination of 
witneſſes , and: in-one day ; which being effecually done 
would require ſome moneths. | 
0bj; It it be objeted, this ordinance was confirmed by 
Parliament, and their:diſcharges barr a reexamination. 
Anſ. 'Nullun tempus occurrit regi. And this Parliament 
may review'the fraxds, falſities, and deceipts, in the paſſing 
of tlioſe *accompts-, it - it: ſhall ſo appear unto them z 
 Andthe rather, for:that in the laſt Parliament; none ſat 
as Members 'for-ſuch parts ,.but ſuch as wete accomptants, 
. or Elected by the: recommendation, approbation, or intereft 
of the arromptants. | : | Em. 
The 2.9% of” ei 1654+». thoſe Commiſſioners named 
for South-Wales-in the Ordinance then paſſed by'his High- 
* ueſs and' Countet. for. Ejeing of. Scandalous Miniſters 
. aud Schaol-maſters, were alſo named by Philip Lord Fones, 
whereof ſeyenteen-are thoſe formerly *#ſfruſted with the 
diſpoſing of 'the'Tithes and Church-revenne. | 
By colour whereof they. and their former 
tinued the letting and diſpoſing of .the ſaid revenue*to 
this day, being Full nine years fince they: were firſt in- 
ftruſted therew:th; which for char time 1s conceived t9 
amount to'above*15acoo /.. And 'to'this time the re- 
ſpective Pariſhes muſtlye #nſupplied with' Miniſters and 
School- maſters, raany ot the Shire Towns, and many Mar- 
ket Towns having no Miniſters. ſettled to'preach the 
Goſpel amongſt them, 
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As to the Eſtates of Pgpiſts A Deling. in Soath-Wales, 
.- That for the time the {ame was manzged by the Com- 
»ntees, there hath been no true accompt yet given the 
Commonwealth for the ſame , amounting to a great value; 
thoſe very eſtates of Delinquents in armes {old by A& of 
Parliament, being ſurveyed and retorned on oath to be 
anually worth 36541, 11s. 3 d, ob.q. And the improve- 
ment thereof to 895 1.13 s. 1 d. which during the war,and 
until the {ame was ſold Jay under Sequeſtration. 

That Complaint to the Commiſſioners at Haberdaſher;- 
Hall being made againſt Colonel Fores,and the Sub-Com- 
miſſtoners for Sequeſtration in South-Wales ( of his recom- 
mendation) that no due accompt was given the Common- 
wealth of this revenue 3 The Commiſſ5oxers amoved thoſe 
they formerly Commiſſzopated there, yet nevertheleis at- 
terwards gave way for Colonel Foes to name new Cow- 
w#iſſoners,and put out three ſub-Commiſsioners for Brecon- 
fbire, chat in a ſhort time whileſt they ated had donply 
advanced the revenue there; And to this go there is no 
true accompt given the Commonwealth of this revenue, 
which as is conceived wilamount to a valt Snmme of money 
xf duly inquired into. 

Foraſmuch as theſe matters were tranſacted in ſeven 
Conmics, conſiſting. of ſeven hundred Pariſhes, very re- - 
mote; and it is impoſſible that a true and exaR accompt 
can be had of all theſe revenxes, without the Miniſters , 
and three or four .of-the moſt knowing Freeholgers in 
every Pariſh be: examined on oath touching the ſame, 
which a Commirzce of Parliament cannot thave leiſure to 
attend, nor the people brought hither w1:hout Exceſs2ve 
charge and trouble : 

In order to the taking of all theſe Accompts, it is there- 
fore humbly propoſed, 

I. That none of the Commiſſioners of Propagation, ar 
their near friends and relations that are now members of 
Parliament, may fit in any Committee to' vote Or Juege of 
49 | - their 
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| their own accomprs or cancerimen,>, Or to ohfirat? the of- 
fetFual cartying on of this work. | | 

2, That a convenient namber of diſcreet dble Perſons 
of no relation or dependance on the ſaid accomptants; may 
be appointed Commiſſioners for Somth-Wales arid County 
of Monmonth by Act of Parliahent , or by Commiſſion 
under the great Seal of England, or his Highneſs Court 
of Exchequer, with ſufficient power, To ſend for Perſons, 
papers and witneſſes, and-to examine witneſſes on oath touch- 
ing the particulars following, vis. 

1. The real valuations of the Tithes and Charch-livings 
and other Eccltfiaſticat Benefices, and promotions in every 
individual Patrith theres | | | 

2. When every Miniſter and School -maſttr was Ejeced. 

'3. Who received and diſpoſed of the Tithes,&c, And 
how long, and what is become of the moneys thereby 
raiſed. | 

4. What willful miſcarrizqges and indirect} procetdings 
were uſed in the letting and diſpoſing of thac revenue - 
at wndervalnes to friends and fel ations, and what rewards 
wete given for ſuch Bergarnes, | LAT | 

5. Whenevery Minifter ard School-muſter was put in 
the roomes of thoſe. EjeRed., fi 

6. What ſuch Miniſters and Schook- maſters, and all 6- 
thers the Commiſſioners agents were allowed and payed ; 
And at the foot of this accompt it will appear what Swr- 
pluſage is juſtly due to the Commonwealth, - . 

3. And that the ſame Commiſſioners may receive the 
accompts of the Committees and Commiſſioners of Sequeſtra 
7/0x, with the like power given them for that purpoſe. 

4. And for the better and mote 2fe#sal carrying on 
' of this good work, that Councel and Solicitors may be af: - 

ſigned, and a fitting ##tonrdement and protection given 
them therein. 8 dP. | - Ws 

Which being Pons and effeQually put in execution; 
there will undoubtedly appeat to be due fo the Com- 
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above all 'joft.axd # 


cible Entries, partcking in Cauſes and Suns, protetFing and 


conntenancinge of hainous Offenders, and faking 4wdyt Mens 
Rights and. E ftates in thote Parts, and many other; inju- 
ries, miſdemeanors, and oppreſſions dane, bei very gric= 
-- weus and intolerable ; the particulars whereot- are ready 
' tobe exhibited to Pariiament when” they: have: leiſure to 
examine matters of that.nature, w 
herein omitted. 
And in truth howcan it b 
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dation. and -nomination-of all members 
iffs; Commiſſioners:of, 


hich for the preſent are _ 


e otherwiſe expected, when. 
all- theſe :Powers.for many. years have- centred in.'one 
Perfon wiz. 
« Phe" recomme 
of -Parliament, Judges, Fuſtices, She 
the monethly 4{ſe{[ement, Commiſſioners of iDectmationsSt+ 
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be almoſt incredible to- relate; and too.wolu- 
minoxs herein to infert the many falſe impriſonments, for- 
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